Schizophrenia in Palau: a descriptive study.
The authors systematically studies 35 Palauan schizophrenic patients. Although these Western Pacific people demonstrated many of the usual features of schizophrenia, the sample showed an unusual 4:1 male predominance, a proclivity toward violence and substantial affective symptomatology. Male patients extensively abused alcohol and cannabis. The authors postulate that toxic, social change and cultural factors interact in Palau to place men at increased risk for schizophrenia.